11q deletions in human colorectal carcinomas: cytogenetics and restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis.
Deletions and/or allelic losses of a portion of the long arm of chromosome 11 were discovered by cytogenetic and restriction fragment length polymorphism analyses in 23 of 39 (59%) informative cases of colorectal carcinoma. By comparing the patterns of loss of heterozygosity and chromosome rearrangements in different patients, we could map a common target region to 11q22-23. This region may contain a tumor suppressor gene, the inactivation of which may be involved in the development of tumors of the large intestine. The subgroup of malignancies with 11q alterations seemed to be enriched by tumors that were located in the rectum, that were Dukes' stage A, and that were well differentiated and mucin producing.